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The Access Place Lunch Volunteer

Time commitment: 10.30-2.30pm
The Access Place: 6 S Gray's Cl, High St, Edinburgh EH1 1TQ

Overview 
The Access Place is a one stop shop offering services including housing, health and social work to anyone experiencing homelessness. In partnership with Cyrenians, ELGT and others a community garden has been established in the derelict playground attached to the building providing a green haven for staff and service users. It has become the heart of a wider green nature health programme involving service users from the Access Place and provides a range of garden activities, and every Wednesday a free lunch!
What are the aims and expectations of the role?
To work with garden coordinator to cook and serve a free lunch to service users and staff from the Access Place. Since its launch in May '23 this has become a popular event with up to 40 people attending lunch. 
As important as providing food, the lunch is also a way of connecting people with the garden, and hopefully being an introduction to greater involvement in the Nature Health Plan.
In Summer months this has been a barbeque. As we move into winter months, this will change to soup. 
The Garden Lunch volunteer will help to prepare the food, set out condiments and cutlery, to serve food, to ensure tea and coffee making facilities are stocked up, and to help to tidy away everything after lunch.
What kind of volunteer are we looking for?
Essential 
· 18 +
· Being a member of the PVG Scheme (we process)
· An interest in catering/cooking
· Food Hygiene Training (or willingness to attend training)

Desirable 

· Enjoy working with other people
· Knowledge/experience of cooking for large numbers
· Food hygiene knowledge/training
· Interest in cooking with homegrown ingredients
· Belief in positive benefits of cooking/eating together
· Friendly and approachable personality
· Reliable with good time keeping
· Non-judgmental 
· Respectful of confidentiality 

What can you gain from this opportunity? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop skills in food preparation using garden ingredients
· Be a part of a positive and supportive community
· Support and help people affected by homelessness 
· Certificate at 50 hours volunteering 
· Meet new people
· Gain further understanding in issues and barriers for those affected by homelessness.


Further Info
Expenses

We cover local travel costs at public transport rate or mileage, and £2.50 or a meal if volunteering over 4 hours at one time.

About Cyrenians 

Cyrenians is over 50 years old. We began with the creation of an innovative community to meet the needs of a group of homeless people who had fallen through the cracks of whatever support was available at the time.  Our roots lie in responding to the injustice of homelessness.  

We have spent the last five decades journeying with people grappling with the causes and consequences of homelessness through building and nurturing of trusted relationships and engaging with social exclusion and inequality which has so often been at the root of their tough reality. We are values-led and relationship based; our core values are Compassion, Respect, Integrity and Innovation. 

Cyrenians’ head office is based in Edinburgh, with smaller offices in other areas, including Falkirk and West Lothian. Cyrenians is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), registered charity SC011052.
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